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Back in March I was able to speak with Morgan Lander, vocalist and guitarist for the band

Kittie, on their headlining tour.  This time around the band is on the Thrash and Burn tour with

headliners Asking Alexandria and Born of Osiris.  So, here's another interview where I live out

my 14 year old dream of speaking with this band.  Enjoy my friends.

AK: Your album, “In the black”, is still going strong. The band is on the third single, “Die My

Darling”. I saw the video for the song with the killer Cadillac. Who’s car is that?

ML: That’s my sister’s car, that’s Mercedes’ car.

AK: Since that’s the third single are you planning on ending this cycle or do a fourth single?

ML: I think in terms of single releases that will probably be the last one. I guess towards the

end of the year the album cycle will be wearing down. We have one more tour after this

(Thrash and Burn tour) with Devildriver. We’ll probably finish off with a headlining tour before

the new year so we can road test some new songs.

AK: With the Devildriver tour does that start in August or when does that begin?
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Kittie; E1 Music

http://www.myspace.com/thrashandburntour
http://www.examiner.com/arts-and-entertainment
http://www.myspace.com/bornofosiris
http://www.examiner.com/music
http://www.examiner.com/axs-entertainment
http://www.kittierocks.com/
http://www.myspace.com/askingalexandria
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZ287HJfoZY
http://www.devildriver.com/
http://ads.undertone.com/c?oaparams=2__bannerid=810463__campaignid=216725__zoneid=103043__st=www.examiner.com__cb=234cd3ec546e421787a673e4246ea392__bk=nthisi__id=4g00m9zlmkt9ylw6g17wlahky__oadest=http://clk.pointroll.com/bc/?a=2111366&c=1&i=E51D0500-87F7-BE8F-0212-5D1000070300&clickurl=http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/290556305%3B117188180%3Bf


8/22/2015 Thrash and burn  Milwaukee Concerts | Examiner.com

http://www.examiner.com/article/thrashandburn 2/5

ML: It starts towards the end of August and goes towards the end of September.

AK: Is that tour of the US or is that also Canadian?

ML: Just US.

AK: Kittie just finished touring with ICP. I remember talking to you back in March and you

couldn’t tell me. You joked around with me and said you were touring with Big and Rich.

ML: Yeah, at that time we weren’t allowed to say anything. Honestly, it’s weird because the ICP

fans and the culture is a whole thing onto itself. People that don’t know about it have these

weird ideas about it. I mean, I didn’t know about it. Their fans are the most loyal fans. Literally,

we played here (The Rave) on this tour. We played the Ballroom and sold out!

AK: Yeah it’s crazy around here because they do The Gathering down in Illinois.

ML: You can see how big the crowd was in one of our tour updates. In one of them people

were hanging off walls! It was just a great experience. They said that maybe they’d want to do

it again sometime and we’d do it.

AK: I have friends who are juggalos and juggalettes and they were like, “Why is Kittie on that

tour?” And I was like, are you kidding? I think it’s one of the best ideas because they’re just a

strong fan base. It makes sense.

ML: It’s totally different. We were like the only band on the tour and we went over really well

with them. Not a crude word or anything. People were very accepting and people just wanted

to start a circle pit or something. The whole tour had good vibes as well. Everybody got along

and were very accommodating.

AK: I know Kittie has been in the metal scene for years and Paul Grey of Slipknot passed

away. I talked with Otep about it in June and I’m not sure how close you were with him but

what was your initial reaction to hearing the news?

ML: Honestly, I was really shocked. To be honest with you I know we hadn’t really kept in touch

over the years. If we were ever in the same area we’d hang out or whatever but we did spend

the initial part of our career with Slipknot. We did three tours with them. A Europe tour, a

Canadian tour, and our first US tour with them. So we did have a lot of time spent with them

and got to know them very well. We toured the world and some of my fondest memories of our

career and the excitement of the whole thing starting up was with them. We were pretty

shocked. I knew over the years he had been dealing with a lot of personal issues but you

never actually think the worst. It was really unfortunate. One of our tour managers actually
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called and said he had heard from a friend that he had heard. Mercedes and I thought that it

couldn’t be true and freaked out a little bit. It’s so unfortunate and so sad and I feel terrible for

the guys and for his family as well.

AK: Me too because he was so young and his wife had a child on the way. Now, you’re on the

Thrash and Burn tour. Have you ever played with any of the other bands on the tour? I know

Periphery for sure because you took them out on your headlining tour back in March.

ML: Yeah they did the first half of that tour. That’s the only other band I’m familiar with musically

and otherwise. I think we played one show in Poughkeepsie, NY where we were playing the

main room and I think Chelsea Grin was playing downstairs.

AK: Everything is working with the bus now? Everything is good.

ML: Yeah! We got the fuel line replaced. The band who had it before, because it’s a rental, had

it replaced at some shotty repair shop. I don’t know who did it but apparently they didn’t do the

right thing. As they were driving it back up to deliver it to us that’s when they started noticing

problems. They actually had to glue it together to get it across the border and get it to a repair

shop. We have drivers and one guy is a mechanic and he defiantly knows his stuff. So if

there’s’ anything that ever goes wrong we’re in the clear.

AK: Plans for the rest of the year are finishing this tour, Devildriver tour, possibly headlining,

and studio stuff.

ML: There might be little things here and there but for the most part we’ll finish the touring

cycle in November and start thinking about writing.

You can catch Kittie on the final stop on the Thrash and Burn tour August 15th in Chicago and if

you get a chance, check out the killer car.  You'll be jealous for sure...

-AK
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